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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claim 25-36 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non- statutory subject matter. 

In order for a method to be considered a "process" under §101, a claimed process must 
either: (1) be tied to another statutory class (such as a particular apparatus) or (2) transform 
underlying subject matter (such as an article or materials). Diamond v. Diehr, 450 U.S. 175, 184 
(1981); Parker v. Flook, 437 U.S. 584, 588 n.9 (1978); Gottschalk v. Benson, 409 U.S. 63, 70 
(1972). If neither of these requirements is met by the claim, the method is not a patent eligible 
process under §101 and is non-statutory subject matter. With respect to claims 25-36, the claim 
language does not include the required tie to a statutory class or a transformation and thus is 
directed to nonstatutory subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this countr) , more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claiml-36 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by DeBusk et al. "US 
5,991,728". 

3. Regarding Claims 1, 13, and 25: DeBusk teaches the following as claimed 

A system and method for automatically generating orders for clinically related supplies, 
comprising: 
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• receiving supply consumption data documented for at least one clinical event captured from 
at least one clinically related (See Col. 2 Lines 18-23 and Col.6 5-23); 

• updating supply inventory data to account for the supply consumption data (See Col. 6 Lines 
43-63, and Col. 7 Lines 1-16); 

• running reports against the supply inventory data (See Figs. 14-16; Col. 17-51 and Col. 19 
Lines 4-37); and 

• automatically generating orders for clinically related supplies based upon a state of the 
supply inventory data (See Col. 4 Lines 26-45 and Col. 14 lines 32-56). 

4. Regarding Claims 2, 14, 26: DeBusk teaches the following as claimed 

• An order for clinically related supplies according to claims 1,13, and 25, wherein the 
clinically related site comprises at least one of a hospital facility, a research facility and a 
government facility (See Col. 18-37, Col. 3 Lines 18-29, and Col. 520-31, Col. 6 Lines 31- 
42). 

5. Regarding Claims 3, 15, 27: DeBusk teaches the following as claimed 

• A method and a system according to claims 1,13, and 25, wherein the supply inventory data 
comprises at least one of clinically available quantities of surgical devices, clinically 
available quantities of pharmaceuticals and clinically available quantities of consumable 
material (See Col. 1 Lines 55-67 and Col. 2 Lines 1-37). 

6. Regarding Claims 4, 16, 28: DeBusk teaches the following as claimed 

• A method and a system according to claims 3, 15, and 27, further comprising a step of 
generating a clinical supply order based upon at least one clinical quantity threshold (Col. 2 
Lines 55-61, Col. 4 Lines 47-51, and Col. 6 Lines 7-23). 
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7. Regarding Claims 5, 17, 29: DeBusk teaches the following as claimed 

• A method and a system according to claim 1,13, and 25, wherein the orders for clinically 
related supplies comprise purchase orders (See Fig. 12; Col. 8 Lines 35-47). 

8. Regarding Claims 6, 18, 30: DeBusk teaches the following as claimed 

• A method and a system according to claim 1, 13, and 25, further comprising a step of 
capturing supply codes captured in the at least one clinically related site (See Figs. 12, 14 15, 
and 24). 

9. Regarding Claims 7, 19, 31: DeBusk teaches the following as claimed 

• A method and a system according to claims 6, 1 8, and 30, wherein the supply codes comprise 
at least one of optically scanned bar codes, radio frequency identification codes and manually 
entered codes (See Col 22 Lines 1-22). 

10. Regarding Claims 8, 20, 32: DeBusk teaches the following as claimed 

• A method and a system according to claims 1,13, and 25, wherein the orders for clinically 
related supplies are aggregated for transmission in batch mode (See Col. 2 Lines 51-61, Col 
6 Lines 26-46, and Col. 10 Lines 1-17). 

1 1 . Regarding Claims 9, 21, 33: DeBusk teaches the following as claimed 

• A method and a system according to claims 1, 13, and 25, wherein the orders for clinically 
related supplies are transmitted in at least substantially real-time (Col. 10 Lines 1-17). 

12. Regarding Claims 10, 22, 34: DeBusk teaches the following as claimed 

• A method and a system according to claims 1,13, and 25, wherein the orders for clinically 
related supplies are aggregated for a plurality of clinical departments (See Col. 2 Lines 18- 
37, and Col. 20 Lines 36-50). 
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13. Regarding Claims 11, 23, 35: DeBusk teaches the following as claimed 

• A method and a system according to claims 1,13, and 25, further comprising a step of 
communicating the orders for clinically related supplies to a clinical outcomes store (Col. 7 
Lines 24-37. 

14. Regarding Claims 12, 24, 36: DeBusk teaches the following as claimed 

• A method and a system according to claims 1,13 and 25, further comprising a step of 
associating the orders for clinically related supplies with an individual patient supply record 
(Fig. 17; Col. 12 1-15). 

Contact Info 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FATEH M. OBAID whose telephone number is (571)270-7121. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30 A.M to 5 :00 P.M. . 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vu Le can be reached on (57 1)272-7332. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
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like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/FATEH M. OBAID/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 4154 



/Vu Le/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4154 



